St. Paul Parish Council Meeting

January 24, 2011 

MINUTES

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.

Members present: Father Drea, Father Savage, Angela Jones, Claire Riley, Katie Broach, Kathyran Poon, Rich Liguori, Jim Perrine, Andy Griswold, Patty Lee, Janine Duffy, Tom Kohler, Jeff Christoforetti, Dick Peisch, Daniele Olveczky

Members absent: Katie Lyneis (business trip), Laura Garcia (pro-life Washington, DC rally), Mercedes Evans (wake for Joe Flynn)    

Opening Prayer: Father Drea

Pastor’s Report

Janet Benestad is David Thorp’s replacement in the Catholic Come Home project.  She is Cabinet Secretary for Faith Formation and Evangelization.

Father Drea wants to have a parish volunteer appreciation dinner in the next couple of months.  It was discussed whether to consider Friday or Sunday as well as Saturday.  Chances are this dinner will take place on a Friday night.

The chaplains will be planning an event for Father Murphy as well as a reception in DiGiovanni after his last Mass.

Claire Riley asked if the position of lay chaplain will ever be filled.  Father Drea indicated that a replacement is on the long term agenda but that the funding is not there for this right now.

Parish collections are erratic and do not display any consistency.  The collection on Sunday, January 23 was down.  The Catholics Come Home collection did well at $2800.  EFT program was brought up by Father Drea.  

Father Drea began a conversation on the Catholics Come Home program.  He believes that it can be successful at St. Paul’s.  Angela Jones and David Sand are being asked to lead an initiative to enlist parish support for this endeavor.

Catholicscomehomeboston.org.  Under the Resources there are 20 tips on how to evangelize.  The census is primarily an evangelization tool and then a data tool—(Father Savage).

St. Paul’s is going to launch a census by mail.  Father Drea has asked Rich Liguori to help.  Rich had worked on the U.S. Census.  Rich then began to explain the methodology of how to conduct a census.  It will be done over the course of four weekends and then an average will be taken.  St. Paul’s currently has 1200 households.  

Jeff Christoforetti suggested having pull cards displayed on subway cars for publicity on St. Paul’s.  Katie Broach said development has considered this idea before for the choir school and that she would look up the prices; 

America Magazine, “On Their Way Out”—Bill Byron.  Father Savage suggested reading.  

Janine Duffy brought up the possibility of the parish establishing a Facebook account.

Jim Perrine and the Finance Committee will be reviewing the quarterly report and addressing capital concerns.  The committee has a five year plan.  Jim also brought up the vacancy of the lay chaplaincy.

Father Savage gave a heads up on the New Roman Missal that we will begin using on the first Sunday of Advent.  This translation is being done to more closely approximate the original Latin texts and also to better reflect scriptural accuracy.

IEL—Google HCEL.org.  International Committee for English in the Liturgy.  Kathyran  had asked where to find the text.  

Rich Liguori talked about how Eucharistic ministers can be identified and talked about his son and others where he worships are given a cross.  Rich also asked where was the representative from the choir school.  Janine also pointed out that there was no grad student representative at the PPC meeting either.

Tom Kohler does not want the issue “of families with young children to fall off the table”.  Janine has been continuing work on this.

Father Drea mentioned that the church has suffered some theft and vandalism problems.  Someone stole the baby Jesus from the crèche.  Someone else broke off the fingers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus statue.

Closing prayer: Father Drea

Meeting adjourned 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Claire Riley

